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Avant Arte X Cai Guo-Qiang  
 

An explosive new limited edition print by the internationally renowned  
artist launches on Avant Arte on 1 May 2019 

 
[Cai Guo-Qiang, Yin-Yang Peonies, 2019. 93  x 123.7 cm. Somerset en Satin 410gsm paper] 

 
 

● Internationally acclaimed Chinese artist Cai Guo-Qiang will launch a Limited Edition Print, 
in collaboration with Avant Arte on 1 May 2019 [16:00 CEST] 

● Cai Guo-Qiang’s unique artistic process uses gunpowder and explosive pyrotechnics to 
create experimental drawings and paintings 

● Proceeds will go to the charitable Cai Foundation, which offers fellowships to emerging 
artists and supports contemporary art initiatives around the world 

● Avant Arte is a digital platform for collecting art, which has grown one of the biggest young 
art communities online [1.3+ mil.], and is cultivating a new generation of art patrons 
 

 
Digital platform Avant Arte, founded and curated by Christian Luiten, Curtis Penning, and 
Mazdak Sanii, announce a new Limited Edition Print – Yin-Yang Peonies – in collaboration with 
the renowned Chinese artist Cai Guo-Qiang. Following the success of collaborations with artists 
such as Jake & Dinos Chapman, Marc Quinn, Katrin Fridriks, and Blondey Mccoy, Avant Arte 
are launching Cai’s print on 1 May 2019. The artist is directing all proceeds to the Cai 
Foundation, which supports, advances and promotes the creation of contemporary art around 
the world in areas as diverse as performance art, music, theater, dance, and multidisciplinary 
initiatives, in part by offering cultural exchange fellowships to emerging artists. 
 
Cai Guo-Qiang (b. in 1957) is renowned for using explosive pyrotechnics and gunpowder to 
create large-scale drawings and paintings, often as part of public explosion events. Drawing 
upon Eastern and Western cultures and histories, his decades-long practice nods as much to 
Chinese rituals it does to modern-day violence. Cai notably directed the spectacular visuals for 
the opening and closing ceremonies of the 2008 Beijing Summer Olympics. He has had a solo 
retrospective and group show at the Guggenheim Museum, and his work was the subject of a 
2016 Netflix Documentary entitled Sky Ladder.  

 



 

Cai first met Avant Arte in 2017 when they visited his studio in New York City. Since then, 
they have collaborated on a beautiful short film indulging in the artist’s unique creative process 
and philosophy. Cai’s artwork for Avant Arte, Yin-Yang Peonies, reflects his fascination with 
Eastern philosophy, spirituality and cosmology, in the form of a dreamlike print revealing the 
smoky traces of a colourful explosion. The limited edition print, which comes in an edition of 50, 
will each be signed and numbered by the artist, and available exclusively via Avant Arte’s online 
platform (https://avantarte.com/works/yin-yang-peonies/) 
 
Initially Avant Arte was set up by Dutch friends Christian Luiten and Curtis Penning as an 
Instagram account dedicated to contemporary art, which quickly amassed a colossal following. 
Today, with 1.3 million followers predominantly under the age of 35, Avant Arte is also a digital 
platform for limited edition prints and collectable artworks by leading contemporary artists, 
dedicated to cultivating the next generation of art collectors. Third cofounder Mazdak Sanii – 
formerly Chief Operations Officer at Boiler Room – joined in order to help make visual art of the 
highest calibre radically more accessible to a young international audience.  

Hip-hop artists such as Kanye West and Jay Z who have collaborated with high-profile 
contemporary artists such as Marina Abramović inspired the founders’ interest in contemporary 
art by challenging the assumption that the visual arts are inaccessible or elitist. Avant Arte 
similarly take cues from the world of fashion; having previously sold out limited editions in 
seconds, Avant Arte appeals to audiences that might invest in art like they do in ‘drop culture’ 
but with the knowledge that art is for a lifetime.  

For 2019, Avant Arte will launch over 20 creative collaborations with renowned artists such as 
Abdel Abdessemed, Claire Tabouret, Kevin Francis Gray and Tomokazu Matsuyama. Their 
creative programme also includes a series of IRL events such as exhibitions and discussions. 

Christian Luiten, Co-Founder of Avant Arte said: 
 
“This creative collaboration with Cai is certainly a milestone for Avant Arte and helps us get one 
step closer to fulfilling our mission to make visual art radically more accessible to a diverse and 
international audience. Cai is not only one of the most important artists of our time, but we 
greatly admire his philosophical commitment to taking art to new, younger audiences and his 
strong belief in its potential for positive social impact.” 
 
Artist Cai Guo-Qiang said: 
 
“Collaborating with Avant Art was a logical step for me as an artist. Their efforts to provide roads 
into the art world for a young, global audience is comparable with the Foundation I established 
years ago to support emerging artists around the world; all the proceeds of my edition will be 
going to this Foundation. The artwork I've made is emblematic of the way I've been working for 
decades, using gunpowder to ignite unexpected drawings and paintings. It's an abstract work 
but also speaks to many of the themes I'm drawn to from Eastern and Western culture.” 

 
NOTES TO EDITORS 
 
About Avant Arte  
 
Avant Arte is a digital platform for collectible artworks curated by Christian Luiten, Curtis 
Penning, and Mazdak Sanii. With a following of digitally engaged art lovers, including 1.3+ 
million people largely under the age of 35, Avant Arte are leading a movement to make art by 

https://avantarte.com/works/yin-yang-peonies/


 

the world’s leading artists radically more accessible to young, international audiences.  

About Cai Guo-Qiang 

Cai was born in 1957 in Quanzhou City, Fujian Province, China. He was trained in stage design 
at the Shanghai Theater Academy, and his multidisciplinary work has since incorporated 
drawing, installation, video, and performance art, including his signature explosion events.  
Selected awards include the Golden Lion at the 48th Venice Biennale in 1999, the Barnett and 
Annalee Newman Foundation Award in 2015, and a Praemium Imperiale in 2012 (a prestigious 
award that recognizes lifetime achievement in the arts in categories not covered by the Nobel 
Prize). Cai was also among the five artists who received the first U.S. Department of State 
Medal of Arts award for his outstanding commitment to international cultural exchange. He 
curated the first China Pavilion at the 51st Venice Biennale (2005) and has held solo exhibitions 
at the Metropolitan Museum of Art, the Guggenheim Museum, the National Art Museum of 
China, Guggenheim Bilbao, Mathaf Arab Museum of Modern Art, the Los Angeles Museum of 
Contemporary Art, Zhejiang Art Museum, Faurschou Foundation, Queensland Art Gallery, and 
the Power Station of Art. He currently lives and works in New York City. 
 
About Cai Foundation 
 
Cai Foundation was founded by artist Cai Guo-Qiang and Hong Hong Wu, with additional 
support from the Cai Studio, fellow collaborators, friends and supporters. Cai Foundation was 
created to support, advance, and promote contemporary visual art related to fields as diverse as 
performance art, music, theater, dance, and multidisciplinary initiatives. The Foundation 
supports initiatives around the world and has provided fellowships that foster cultural exchanges 
between emerging Chinese artists and the U.S.A. The Foundation supports the exhibition, 
education, publication, collection, and preservation of art. 
 
About Limited Edition Print 
 
Yin-Yang Peonies (2019) by Cai Guo-Qiang 
Edition of 50, each signed and numbered by artist 
93cm x 123.7cm 
Somerset en Satin 410gsm paper 
Launching: 1 May 2019, 16:00 CEST 
Available from: https://avantarte.com/works/yin-yang-peonies/ 
 
Follow Avant Arte on Instagram 
Avant Arte: @avant.arte 
Avant Collecting: @avantcollecting 
#AvantArteXCaiGuo-Qiang 
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